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V^hin^a DC 20505 


Executive Rente* "V 
84- 1517/ 1 


20 April 1984 


MEMORANDUM FOR: , The Honorable Robert M. Kimmitt 

Executive Secretary, National Security Council 

SUBJECT: Comments on White House Digest: 

What the Sandinistas Sav about Sandinismo 

REFERENCE: Your Memorandum, dated 11 April 1984, Same Subject 


1. Page 1, second paragraph. We would suggest you say "widely 
perceived abroad ..." 

2. Page 3. Concerning the quotation from Tomas Borge on the 
second anniversary of the revolution, you should be aware that in 
this speech Borge was referring to international participation in 
the Nicaraguan revolution rather than to Sandinista support to 
neighboring insurgencies. In the same speech, he did explicitly 
refer to moral support by Sandinistas to other revolutions. This is 
not to say that the quotation is not useful^ hut it is possible that 
someone may try to refute it by pointing out the meaning above. 

STAT 


Executive Secretary 


cc: Mr. Charles Hill 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 


Col . John H. Stanford 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D C. 10506 


April 11 , 1984 


Executive Registry 
84- TFrT- 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

COL (P) JOHN STANFORD 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

STAT 

Executive Secretary 
Central Intelligence Agency 

SUBJECT: White House Digest: What the Sandinistas Say 

about Sandinismo 

Attached is the first draft of a new White House Digest for 
informal clearance/review. We would appreciate receiving 
comments within ten days of receipt of this memorandum. 



Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 


Attachment 

Tab A White House Digest 



0-321 
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WHM? THE SAND INI STAS SAY ABOUT SANDINISMO 

By your words are you justified, 
and by your words are you condemned. 

Matthew 12:37 

Arnauld deBorchgrave, speaking about Cuban and Soviet 
disinformation efforts in the United States, had this to say 
about the usefulness of the Cuban example: 

"The Soviet calculation has been that while Russia 
itself has lost most of its ideological appeal to the left 
in Europe and the U.S., Cuba still retained a romantic, 
revolutionary image." 

The same comment can be made about the four and a half year 
old Sandinista revolution in Nicaragua. In spite of widespread 
human rights violations, including the establishment of a "spy on 
your neighbor" system modeled on totalitarian Cuba, the Sandin- 
istas are still widely perceived as moderate reformers "forced 
into" draconian measures by a hostile and overbearing U.S. 

One of the most persistent myths about Sandinismo is that it 
is merely leftist; not Marxist and certainly not 
Marxist-Leninist. This myth has been challenged by any number of 
studies comparing Sandinista actions to those of other 
Marxist-Leninist states. It has also been challenged, if not 
completely debunked, by statements of the Sandinistas themselves. 
A sampling of these will make this clear. 



with postars neb as this, the Ssadiaistss try to eqoete rsnolation with redemption. 

Consider this statement by Humberto Ortega, Sandinista 
Defense Minister: 

"...Marxism-Leninism is the scientific doctrine that 
guides our revolution, the instrument of analysis of our 
vanguard to understand the historical process and to create 
the revolution; . . . without Sandinsimo we cannot be 
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^iJ t K Lenini ? t ? nd Sandinis ®Q Without Marxism-Leninism 
cannot be revolutionary , and because of that they are 

indisoluably united and because of that our moral strength 
is Sandmismo and our doctrine is that of ^ 

Marxism-Leninism." 

Hugo Torres, a member of the general staff of fha • , 

Popular Army, also extolled the roie 

the reIlifrS r i? ClpleS Marxis ®“ Le ninism , wisely applied to 

examino U th brilll f nt . leader Carlos Ponseca taught us to 
oe^le®.^i^ Un rY - ec ° nonic structure to llarn aboSt the 

ary ive at solutions based oh real facts whi h^l ^ order to 
Marxism to our reality. This is why the ottlSd'. ’ 

government plan and prepared itself for predominant role i. 
government ... As we all know, the effor^ centered fo thi" 

^ys“” ?5U ' “ thiS WaS the conc Iusion of the Marixst 

Sandinista headers ^wais a'^exte^ve ft st “ tlin ? admissions by 
Nicaraguan Interior ML“t« anI ^0 0/^” , ft th ToBas BoI * e - 
September's Pjayboy. Borge told the interlleffr ^* 91168 1D Us ‘ 

her gelt^i^r^^e^an £s^ u “» 

ismo IfnL d |hi C f„«ptfon Ma o? <1 thr L r 6 3 n Lt niS t f h b ? n part of Sa ndin- 
2&£ and 

of Marxism-Leninism was clear A IS^IIndlnls^B^eUn SS? 

gns - ^ j^^o^.rss^sSs; ' 

X r ^.scientific doctrine of the proletariat in 
society 7 " eniniSm * “ * S “ r * guide for the transformaUon of 

Cardenalf Sl MiSister t0 o'f W cflttlef 0 ti4 9n both ni clthol and E ( rnesto 

Nevertheless, they both speak positively of Marxism 1 

which is inherently atheistic. 7 Marxis m, a philosophy 

"beinf on\ o7 the^rea^t ^7' D . ,Escoto Ascribed Marxism as 
9 ° £ the 9 r eatest blessings on the . Church. - ff Cardenal, 
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In* 1973- ”? rton ' said in « interview in Spain 

u *, may be said that the Gosoel made me a M«rvf«+* 

Marxism is the world's only solution." * Marxist. 


The attempt to combine Marxism with ChriqHanifw B - _ 

El^uevf literature, culminated in the publication^^ 

f gr “IInd P f^° V a S s tr ° r " jly P«-govermr.ent daily newspaper°°f 

text a ttached"*! treads in ££* ° f Ap ° 3tl63 ‘ Cr ~ d ^ 

.. . ^ ^*lieve in the Sandinista People's Revolution and in 

of the^SL^^h^ar 111111 ^^ g ^ idance of our national leaders 
or tne rSLH, who are working for the well-being of the 

ar^fiSSin^o 63 ' Wh ° T er * ° nce ex Pi°ited and^xcluded and 
are fighting for peace in Central America. 

_ . 1 " e ^i ev e in the doctrine and struggles of Marx 

working Sa£ 'r ^* 3 leade « °”the 

-a ^ ?SSS?S the^mmortality BP* 

.“f^r^^ripisinoa 

and in their existence until the end of time. Amen!?’ 03 

rSTSHss 

due to U.S. pressure and hostility. p Slnce 1979 ls 

that St* buildup b^gan" while" the" 0 t*"* int ° 2? COtmt the * a « 
million in aid but also ignores thl'n I" JSfi?? t^” 3 " l 120 
treated over 5,000 people iT°tZ Atlantic Coasf rtgionf" 3 " h ° 

exDansioni ^ m P® rtantl y ^ arguing that Sandinismo is not 
SaEI?nis5!af themselves? 3 Wl " h " he state “ enta of the 

victory^ 3 included tTis^entlment iTa^na^a “speech: 53 " 31 " 13 " 3 
his Revolution goes beyond our borders ’ Our 

S3E‘S4S ™« 

brotherr^EinalVad^r?- WlU ” 3Ver 9lVe “ P a “PPortin, our 
helpi^JIa 0 !^ 9 . 35 We" would "like To SSp^i "ev^utio^s .*? 
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v. _ _ As eariy^as May 1980, again well before the D.S. government 
became disenchanted with the Sandinista regime, no less an 
authority than Foreign Minister D'Escoto said: 

U ‘? # * may look at us as f ive countries, six 
now with Panama, but we regard ourselves as six different 
states of a single nation, in the process of 
reunif ication. * 

Even more outspoken than D'Escoto on this issue i «5 TVvnao 
Borge, who has said: "Costa Rica is the dessert ^ mein 
doubt, that the fall of this unarmed democracy "will be the n ° 
culmination of D'Escoto' s "reunification." 

Bor<?e .^f id a North Korean audience in June 1980 that 

revolutionaries will not be content 
1 ®P® riallsts have been overthrown in all parts of 
the world . . We stand with the forces of peace in progress 
which are the Socialist countries." progress. 


to thi th interview asked Borge to respond 

"Sf* that since the revolution triumphed in Nicaragua, 
it win be exported to El Salvador, then Guatemala then 
Honduras, then Mexico?" Borge 's response: "That is one 

truel"^ al prophecy of Ronald Reagan's that is absolutely 



I , "CL MAS GRAND! PCNSAOOR VIVICNT!" 

A r scant Sandiniata itup calabratad Karl Marx as "Tha Graataat Living Thinkar." 


The Sandinistas promise to hold 
obviously intend to limit the choices 
people. 


an election this 
available to the 


year, but 
Nicaraguan 


. earl y as 1981 Humberto Ortega made the comment- "Keen 
firmly in your minds that these elections are to consili<W» 

this vi 1 e^\7 l P 9 0 8 'T r Jhe n n t he t0 said Ce thit the^ 6 - ”* « ite «*ed 
already had their election h^evo^ti^Kd^^nMe 
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junta, ~haA~ thlaTto “say" about^elections : COOr ^^ing 

^n5?^ N f Cara Sf an P e °P le 1,111 have to choose and vote for 
one candidate. That candidate is the revolution Thi? <f 

very important." He later added: "it is a qJesiion of 

which parties have the most responsible programs and who can 

revolutlonary^process^"^ 1 * WiU 3 ° * h '* d With ** 

ship to Convince ^North* Americans le4der ' 

Sh^cT^ty'Xt ?h^: h b e eU e e n A ng reVOl d Uti h ° n ' their "Swords 
Skeptics “o not have tt listen L t?. ^ . What * h,ir «e. 

have only to listen to its leaders. critlcs o£ Sandinrsmo; they 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Speech to the Outreach Working Group on Wednesday 7 
March 1983. 


2. Speech to the Sandinista military, quoted by Branko 
Lazitch in Est et Quest (Paris) 25 August, 1981 

3. Managua Domestic Serive 23 April, 1982. (Foreign 
Broadcast Information Service, hereinafter FBIS, 28 April, 1982 


4. Managua Radio Sandino 26 February, 1983 (FBIS 28 
February, 1983 p. P17) 

5. Playboy September, 1983 p. 60 

"Nicaragua and the World," Christianity and Crisis 12 
May, 1980 p. 141 r 


7/. Dionisio Herrera y Canales, El Nuevo Diario 
1983 (The article appeared on the editorial page) 
added) 


7 January, 
(Emphasis 


8. "Nicaragua and the World," op. cit. 

9 * . ® ui>er Matos, "Borge's Hunger for a Costa Rican 
Dessert', Wall Street Journal 2 December 1983. 

10 • Playboy , op. cit. p. 192 

11. Henri Weber, Nicaragua; the Sandinist Revolution. 

(London, U.K.; Verso Editions, 1981) p. 118 

12. Managua Domestic Service, 14 January, 1984 (FBIS 16 
January, 1984 p. P20-21) 
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THE SANDINISTA CREED 

I believe in Sandino, the Father of our people's 
anti- imperialist revolution, who was born of a proletarian 
campesino mother and descended from the line of Dirianguen, 
Estrada, Castro, and Zeledon. He was a proletarian with a strong 
conscience, self-educated, a patriot and a nationalist, 
anti-imperialist, and internationalist warrior, like David who 
slew Goliath. 

I believe in Sandino, the organizer of the E.D.S.N., made up 
of workers and campesinos, who fought in the mountains, valleys, 
towns and cities against the traitors who sold their country and 
against the gringo imperial legions in the defense of our native 
soil, our sovereignty, and our national honor. 

He was betrayed and assassinated by a Judas, the stepson of 
Dncle Sam, who repaid him with years of military dictatorship and 
dollars. His murderers and the desecrators of his corpse were 
granted amnesty through the complicity of a Liberal-Conservative 
Congress. 

I believe in Carlos Fonseca, his beloved Son, who inherited 
his ideals and guerrilla warfare tactics, who was the Founder of 
the FSLN, our political military vanguard, who is placed upon the 
altar of his country beside his revolutionary Father, whose 
ideology he enriched with new revolutionary philosophies, 
proletarian in nature, which he transmitted to his closest 
comrades -in-arms . 

X believe in the Sandinista People's Revolution and in the 
wise political-military guidance of our national leaders of the . 
FSLN, who are working for the well-being of the Nicaraguan 
masses, who were once exploited and excluded and are fighting for 
peace in Central America. 

I believe in the doctrines and struggles of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, and Che, great teachers and leaders of the working class 
which is the productive and moving force behind the class 
struggle that will permanently destroy the exploitative, 
anti-Christian, and dehumanizing class. 

I believe in the construction of a socialist, Marxist and 
Leninist society. I belieye in the immortality and veneration of 
our heroes and martyrs. I believe in the power of the people in 
the hands of the workers and campesinos and in their existence 
until the end of time. Amen. 


Approved For Release 2009/04/14 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001 4001 40042-9 



